URG-04LX Software

Scanning laser range finders are normally available as a component with minimal software or they are integrated into more complex systems where there may or may not be any specific laser software support. 

Since the interface is straightforward serial communication, most vendors of the components assume that you are competent with the language and host hardware of your choice and you can readily write software for the interface...  based on your preferences and system architecture. 

Hokuyo provides a simple sensor viewing application (Vmon) that lets you view the data from the laser quickly and easily from a standard desktop or notebook machine.  Further programming is the assumed responsibility of the purchaser.
***Note that if the scanner is switched to the SCIP2 protocol, the software that Hokuyo provides will no longer work with the unit.  All software needed for the SCIP2 protocol will be the responsibility of the user.
SCIP 1 and SCIP 2 Protocols
Please be aware that if the user desires to switch to the SCIP 2 protocol, it can be done temporarily by sending the unit a switching command at startup.  When switched in this method, the unit will default back to SCIP 1 when it is restarted.

If the unit is switched to SCIP2 using the “URG Configurer” program, the action is permanent and cannot be reversed without returning the unit to Hokuyo.
This information can be found in the communication protocol specifications for the URG on the Hokuyo web site.  All users are urged to read and become familiar with these documents before changing the configuration the URG laser scanner from the default settings.
